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ETHICS AND THE STRUGGLE FOR
EXISTENCE.

IN his deeply-interesting Romanes lecture, Professor
Huxley has stated the opinion that the ethical progress
of society depends upon our combating the " cosmic
process" which we call the struggle for existence.
Since, as he adds, we inherit the " cosmic nature "
which is the outcome of millions of years of severe
training, it follows that the ''ethical nature" may
count upon having to reckon with a tenacious and
powerful enemy as long as the world lasts. This is
not a cheerful prospect. It is, as he admits, an
audacious proposal to pit the microcosm against
the macrocosm. We cannot help fearing that
the microcosm may get the worst of it. Professor
Huxley has not fully expanded his meaning, and
says much to which I could cordially subscribe. But
I think that the facts upon which he relies admit
or require an interpretation which avoids the awk-
ward conclusion.

Pain and suffering, as Professor Huxley tells us,
are always with us, and even increase in quantity